.Physicians for a Growing America.
Report of the Surgeon-General's Consultant Group on Medical Education. U.S. Dept. of Health Education and Welfare. Public Health Service 1959. The conclusions are: to maintain the present ratio of physicians to population as a minimal essential to protect the health of the people, an increase in the number of annual graduates from schools of medicine and osteopathy from 7400 to some 11000 a year will be necessary by 1975. Current plans of present and developing schools indicate that the number of annual graduates will increase from approximately 7400 to 7900 by 1965. Thus, the planned rate of growth is now decelerating in relationship to the need.
Of the 7800 physicians licensed in 1958 to practise for the first time in the U.S., 150 were graduates of Canadian schools and 1166 were graduates of other foreign schools.
The ratio "133 M.D.s and 8 D.O.s: 100,000 population" has varied little for decades. In 1958, 17% of physicians in practice were educated in schools outside the U.S.A. Ratio of applicants to admissions has remained static, but Medical School Deans report increasing difficulties in filling freshman classes with acceptable students. The proportion of students failing and withdrawing is increasing. The rate of increase in Ph.D. students considerably exceeds the rate of increase in medical school graduates.
Expenses for the basic operation of medical schools increased from $54,000,-000 to $176,000,000 in the decade to 1958. Grant-supported research increased from $17,000,000 to $88,000,000 in the same period. Reimbursement to schools for the indirect cost of this research falls far short of meeting costs. Consequently, universities have to support research at the cost of medical education.
The Group's advice is that funds more in line with those available to subsidise various types of post-graduate education be ma.de available to subsidise medical education. Existing medical schools should increase enrolment. States without a planning group should, on a cooperative basis with other states, form groups to plan two-year (i.e, schools equipped to give the first half of training) as well as four-year schools. When Federal financial aid for medical education becomes available, use of this should be co-ordinated with funds available for research and hospital construction.
In view of the preceding facts, the implications for the enrolment and education of an increasingly adequate number of psychiatrists is indeed a problem. Even though facilities are increasing, they are out of step with the rate of increase in population, and it is easy to miss the fact that the rate of growth of psychiatric facilities may be decelerating rather than accelerating.
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